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STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oitieos & Mining

4241 Stote Otfice Building . Solt Loke City, UT 84114.801-533-5771

0013
April 11, LgU

cRIIErm REruRN RECETHT REqIESfED
P396 996 958

I'fr. Wendell Orren
Co-Op Mining Coryarry
P. O. Box L245
Ituntington, UEah 84,528

RE: Baptor-proofing of Ponnrcr
Poles and Technical
Deficiencies r,urder Ul.[ 8L7.97
(l,larctr Lg8fi.- DOC/TD Document)
Co{p Minirrg Coryarry
Bear Canvon Mine
ec't7o6/6zI,- roraer IrIcffin, rs
Emery County, Utatl %tr

Dear I'k. Onen:

_ On JuLy 27, 1983, the Ilivision of Oi1, Gas €nd l,linixg (Division) sent a
letter to Co-Op _Mining Coryany requiring all pcnrer poles-associated witkr
Tiniry in Bear Carryon tg be roodified r.g"tdtr\if raptbr-proofing. Prior to ttris
reEter, l sunrey (June t83) was csnducdd by ilre il. s.'Fish aia wilalife
Senrice (US'I^IS) ,snd the Division to detsmine vftrether or not porder poles r,rrere
raptor-safe and/or r,ilret}er or not expected raptor use of the bear Carqfon area
watralted pote nodification. It is bpparent tfrat confi.rsion has arisen wittr
regarrls to the results of the June 1983 and the July 27, 1983 letter to
F-Op: This present cm.nication r^riltl sewe €s ctbrification regarding
Co-Oprs needs-for raptor proofing pohrer poles at the Bear Canyon liine.

The USWS wrote a letter to the Divi"sion, July 6, 1983, surmrari-zing tkre
Jtrne t83 suryey of Co-opts power poles. Ttri; letter-stated the fo[cnvlng:

on equol opporiunity employer pleose recycle poper
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!h. Lyrrr lfunzlerl F.1F. Joe ltrelff-ch, and l,!s. l&aryBoucelc accoryanted by
Ron Joseph rnet with Co4p Mir,re officiali sr June L4r- 1983, to assess

three-Stase configurations energized with L2.8 Kv of electricity. The
design is noE an approved raptor safety ccrrfigrration as specified in REA
bulletin 61-10 or ttSrrggested Practi-ces- for Raptor Protection sn
Fowerli.nes... The State of the Art 1981tf . Lbwever, rJre Fish and tlildlife
Ssrrice (I[,IS) does not recmend that these lines be modifid to confo:m
with raptor protectffi designs because it is r:nlikely that eagles and
hatf,<s will perdr on the crossanms. Mmbers of both agencies e<an:ined the
base and crossa:rn of setreral poles and could not obserrre erridence of
raptor use. T\ro rnajor factors contribute to the ladc of raptor use on
Co-op rnine powerlines. The lines are located at ttie bottm of the canyon
and are not tLre most elevated perch sffuctilres firorn ftich an eagle or tE\AIk
csr scan the srrrror-urding temain. 'Ihe canyon ridges are teavily wmded
and offer a greater aray of perch sites and hurrLing h€bitat tlran afforded
by fle pcnverlines.

Iiror'rever, on JuLy 27 , 1983, the Dlvision wrote a letter requiring all poles
be nodifled due to the fuct that Co-Op had never responded to the Divisionrs
original. requirernents for pole modifitation or pole i.rrwey (tlrrough the
Division) prior to April 30, L982. 0n April 6, 1984, Divisic'n biologists and
field inspectors net to discuss resotution of ttris probleme i.€. ufuether or
not Co-OP should indeed be required to nodi{y po\rer poles in Be€r Carglon. At
this meetirrg it was decided that the Dtvision will adopt USFI{S :recrendetions
that les not be modified

to , trowever,
t al} new po\irer poles oi poles vfuich are replaced mrst be

constnrcted according to REA h.rlletin 61-10 or trsuggested kactices for Raptor
Protection on Pcnrerlineg... Ttre State of the Art (1981)." Co-Op must sake
the cornm'itnoent in the Bear Carrycn llRP, as previously noted on p.19 GFIC 8L7 .97
(c)) of the l,brch, 1984 D0c/Teihnical'Deficiency dolr-rment. It should also be
noted that if raptor use of the Bear Canyon area jncreases in the future to
thre point wtrere tlre regulatory authoriLies determine ttrat a problen ecists
with the pcnrer poles, b{p will at that tine be reqr::ired to modi{y any
oristirg poles deptned a traearrl to raptors by the regulatory authority.

In regards Lo the DOC/lechnical Deficiency docrmrt, l'{arch L984, the
Divisi"on is awrding certaln info:maEional requirements as listed on page L9
of thre docr:rnent, under IIFIC 817 .97 (a), as follcrvrs:

1. 2nd paragraph - There is no need to supply the Jtrne L982 USFWS rapto:
sun/ey in the MRP. Information from IIIfiR contained in dtapter 10 of
t}re I'IRP surumarizes borh 1981 and 1982 USIT{S dsta as well as 1983 I['IR
data and is sufficient for pumitti.ng purposes.
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2.- 3:d paragraph - There is no need to provide a new nap delineating
raptor strqrcy results. The nap cunently ap'peariag ln Appendix 10 is
adeqtrate for permitting puryoses. Therefore, tkris paragraph is
exprrrged.

.Slrould you harte arry questions, please do not hesitate to ccntact Steve Oox
or Mary Boucek of the Division.

Sincerely,

\ \

/X"'v-/n, 8"rr",jt
I{arffil"I. Boucek
Reclanatio'n Biologist/
Pe:mit Supenrisor

lo'ts/jvb
839CO

cc: Joe llelfrich, DGI-I
Ken lfyatt, Dffi'I
Steve Cox, D@I
Lynn lfunzler, DGVI
Br Hocper, Dffi'l


